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HOW THE ENLIGHTENMENT AGE CONTRIBUTED TO MODERN WORLD VIEW
The age of enlightenment was described as the movement that dominated Europe in the eighteenth century, its major ideas consisting of legitimacy and authority. It was a movement based on intellectualism and knowledge focused on the goodness and power of human rationality. Before the age of enlightenment, torture, slavery, and religious restrictions were high. For instance, Calas Jean is tortured by the court for murdering his son for trying to convert to Catholicism. Thus, the age of enlightenment and the French revolution ensured that these issues were avoided. Thus, this essay focuses on analyzing how enlightenment and the French revolution contributed to today’s worldview. 
First, the French revolution and the age of enlightenment brought political modernization. That is, the beliefs of enlightenment regarding perfectibility of the society and education led philosophers to rethink the punitive treatments that were being employed by the courts in Europe. For instance, Calas was stretched in the rack where both his legs and hands were pulled apart for killing his son. Moreover, people were drowned and hanged for mistakes that did not deserve those punishments. Instead of the society showing their vengeance to the criminal through cruelty, the idea of law and punishment insisted that the exclusive rationale for punishing the lawbreaker was to prevent additional crimes and management of the order. The Jurist, Beccaria was opposed to the death penalty and torture, execution of people publicly since its major aim was to dehumanize both the criminal and the victim. For instance, for a crime such as blasphemy, cutting off the person’s tongue, hand, and burning him the stake, along with his dictionary was an intense punishment that involved both torture and unnecessary death. After the arguments of Beccaria, the law system avoids torture and the death punishment is only given when necessary. Most intense cases involve life imprisonment, and the death punishments do not involve torturing activities such as cutting u body parts of the criminal. 
Moreover, the French revolution and the age of enlightenment eliminated oppression, slavery, and facilitated religious toleration in the modern world. That is, enlightenment philosophers argued that there was a great need to end religious warfare and the discrimination of minor religions. They argue that the church should not influence how people viewed each other since most Christians before the era of enlightenment saw Jews as the killers of Jesus and considered Judaism and Islam as backward religions with a lot of superstitions. Today, people from different religions, and with separate beliefs can understand the differences and live in harmony. Also, the intellectuals argued that humanitarians would want people to govern themselves with moral values that would ensure people are freed from slavery. That is, Smith argued that Europeans looked away when Africans were put in slavery and wondered if the same thing would happen if the Europeans were enslaved. Therefore, the humanitarian anti-slavery movements during the French revolution advocated for the release of all slaves with the arguments that slavery led to the corruption of the victims since it crushed their natural liberty and virtue. Today, the slavery cases have completely ceased and although the discrimination of people of color still exists in minor places of Europe, there have been set movements to fight against them. 
Lastly, the French revolution and the age of enlightenment proposed legal reforms that tended to make laws simpler and more effective. Before the enlightenment era, the liberties and the rights of the citizens were harsh in terms of policies and collection of taxes. However, the philosophers argued that the regulation of taxes and trade was necessary since real wealth did not come from oppressing the citizens but from efficient agricultural activities and land cultivation since they were more likely to prosper without the interference of the government. Moreover, the humanitarian argued against the utilization of slaves to better their economy since it involved using Africans as farm laborers. The humanitarian anti-slavery movements restricted the utilization of slaves against any social or economical activities. the philosophers of gender, race, and economic class argued that enlightenment was not universal but later fought for the rights of working masses advocating equality, and eradication of slavery and racial discrimination.
 In conclusion, the age of enlightenment largely influenced modern society. That is, it ensured that offenders were treated with dignity irrespective of what they had done against the law. The humanitarian movement was against torture and unnecessary murder of people and allowing people to practice their religions without the fear of being discriminated or killed for it. Today, the practices set by the age of enlightenment are still utilized. 





